- BEFORE THE
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
- STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against:

CONNIE EHICHANYA IKPOH
27007 Karns Court, Unit 2408 Case No. 2012-168
. Canyon Country, CA 91387

27301 Dovehouse Street
Santa Clarita, CA 91387

Registered Nurse License No. 471392
Nurse Practitioner Certificate No. 16356

Respondent

" DECISION AND ORDER

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted by the
Board of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in

this matter.

This Decision shall become effectiVe on December 7, 2012.

IT IS SO ORDERED December 7, 2012.

Raymo'ﬁd Mallel, President
Board of Registered Nursing
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California
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KAMALA D. HARRIS

Attorney General of California

GLORIA A. BARRIOS :

Supervising Deputy Attorney General _

"ARMANDO ZAMBRANO ~~ ™~

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 225325
300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 897-2542
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804

Attorneys for Complainant

- BEFORE THE _
BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

- STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 2012-168
CONNIE EHICHANYA IKPOH : STIPULATED SURRENDER
OF LICENSE AND DISCIPLINARY

27007 Karns Court, Unit 2408 . ' ORDER
Canyon Country, CA 91387 -

27301 Dovehouse Street
Santa Clarita, CA 91387

Registered Nurse License No. 471392
Nurse Practitioner Certificate No. 16356

Respondent.

In the interest of a prompt and speedy resolution of this matter, consistent with the public
interest and the responsibility of the Board of Registered Nursing, Departfne_rit of Consumer
Affairs, the parties hereby agree to the following: Sﬁpulated Surrender of License aﬁd
Disciplinary Order, which will be submifted to the Board of Registered Nursing for approvel, and|
adoption as the final disposition of Accusetion No. 2012-168. |

PARTIES
1. Louise R. Bailey, M.Ed., RN ("Complainant"') is the Executive Officer of the Board

of Registered Nursing, Department of Consumer Affairs. She brings this action solely in her

official capacity and is represented in this matter by Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General of the

State of California, by Armando Zambrano, Deputy Attorney General.

1

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2012-168)
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2. Connie Ehichanya Ikpoh ("Respondent") is representing herself in this proceeding
and has chosen not to exetcise her right to be represented by couns‘el. :

License History - - e

3. On or about August 31, 1991, the Board of Registered Nursing ("Board") issﬁed

‘Registered Nurse License Number 471392 to Respéndent. The Registered Nurse License was in

full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on May 31,
2013, unless renewed. . | , .

4. On or about March 14, 2006, the Board of Registered Nursing issued Nurse
Practitioner Certificate Number 16356 to Respondent. The Nurse Practitioner Certificate was in
full force and effect at.all times relevant to the charges -brought herein and will expire on May 31,

2013, unless renewed.

JURISDICTION

5. Accusation No. 2012-168 was filed before the Board of Registered Nursing and is
currently pending against the Respondent. The' accusation and all other statutorily required
documents were properly served on Respondent on September 22, 2011. Respondent timely filed
a notice of defense contesting the accusation. A copy of Accusation No. 2012-168 is attached as
Exhibit "A" and incorporated herein by reference.

| ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

6.  Respondent has carefully read and understands the charges and allegaﬁons in the
Accusation No. 2012-168.

7. Respondent has carefully read and understands the effects of this Stipulated Surrender|
of License and Disciplinary Order. | |

8.  Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to have
a hearing on the charges and allegations in the accusation;.the right to be represented by counsel
at her own expense; the right to confront and cross;examine the witnesses against her; the right fo
present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to
compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to reconsideration

and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California

2
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except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal' action between the parties, and the

Administrative Pro_cédure Act and other applicable laws.
9.  Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth-above-- - - - ¢ e
| CULPABILITY

10. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in Accusation
No. 2012-168.

I11. Respéndent agrees that céuée -exists for license discipline and hereby surrenders her
registered nursing license and nurse practitioner certificate for the Board’s formal acceptance.

12.  Respondent understands that by signing the stipulation she enables the Board to issue
an order accepting the surrender of her registered nursing license aiid nurse practitioner
certificate, without further process.

CONTINGENCY

13.  This stipulation shall be subject to apioroval by the Board. Respondent understands
and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board of Registered Nursing may
communicate direétly with tlie Boérd regardiﬁg this stipulation and settlement, without notice to
or participation by Respondent. By signing the stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees
that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the
Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this Stipulatiori as its Decision and

Order, the Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or effect,|

Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having considered the matter.

14. The parties understand and agree that facsimile copies of the Stipulated Surrender of!
License and Disciplinary Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force
and effect as the originals.

15. The Sti}iulated Surrender of License and Disciplinargl Order are intended by the
parties to be an integrated writing representing the complete, ﬁnail, aind exclusive embodiment of!
their agreement. It supersedes anj;f and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings,

discussions, negotiations, and commitments (written or oral).. The Stipulated Surrender of|

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2012-168)
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License and Disciplinary Order may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or

otherwise changed except by a writing executed by an authorized representative of each of the

"parties. T T e e e T T s m e s s s e ’ -

16. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that
the Board of Registered Nursing, may without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and
entér the following Order: |

| ORDER

IT IS HEREBY. ORDERED that registered nurse license number 471392 issued to
Respondent is surrendered and accepted by the Board of Registered Nursing. Furthermore, nurse
practitioner certificate number 16356 issued.to Respondent is surrendered and accepted by the
Board of Registered Nursing

1. The surrender of Respondent's registered nurse license and nurse practitioner
certificate, and the acceptance of the surrendered license and certificate by the Board, shall
constitute the imposition of discipline against Respondent.

2. The stipulated surrender constitutes a record of discipline and shall become a part of
the Respondent's license history with the Board of Registered Nursihg.

3. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a licensed registered nurse and nurse
practitioner in California, as of the effective date of the Board's Decision and Order.

4.  Respondent shall cause to be delivered td the Board her pocket license, and if one was|
issued, her wall certificate, on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order.

5.  If the Respondent subsequently applies for 1icénsure or petitibns for reinstatement in
the State of California, then the Board shall treat the application or petition ‘és a petition for
reins‘tatém’ent. Respondent shall comply with all laws, regulations, and procedures for
reinstatement of a revoked license in effect at the time when the petitioh is filed, and all of the

charges and allegations contained in Accusation No. 2012-168 shall be deemed to be true, correct,

- and admitted by the Respondent when the Board determines whether to grant or deny the petition.

6. If Respondent applies for a new license or certification, or peﬁtions for reinstatement

 of a license, by any other healthcare liéensing agency in California, then all of the charges and

4
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allegations contained in Accusation No. 2042—168 shall ‘be deemed to be true, correct, and

admitted by the Rcspondent for thc puxposc of any Statement of Issucs or any other pruwcdmg

1l seeking to deny or restrict licensure:-

7. Prior to the Respondent filing an application.for Jicensure or petition for reinstatement,
the Respondent shall pay the Board of Registered Nursing the surn of $8,680.00 as.the cost of the

investigation and cnforcement of this casc, pursuant Lo Business and Professions Code section

| 1253.

- 8. Respondcnt shall not apply for hcensure or petmon for reinstatement for at Jeast two

(2) ycars from the effec‘cwe date of the DGGISIOD atid Order.

| - ACCEPTANCE . |
I have. carefully read the Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order, T
understand the stipulation and the effect it will hav_elon my registered nurse license and nurse

practitioner certificate. I cnter into this stipulation voluntarily, knuwingly, and intelligently, and

- agree to be bound by the De.cision. and er of the Boari%mzj/iiiared Nursing.
BE I
B[y

‘Dated: September | 2012

CONNIE EH.IQHANYA IKPOH
Respon dent

: W
The foregoing Stipulated Surrender of Lxccnse and D1sc1plma1y Order arc hcreby submmtted

for consideration by the Board of Registered Nursmg.
Dated: Septem.ber. a'_’ ,2012 Respectfully Submitted,

KAMALA D. Haris

Attormney General of California
GLORIA A. BARRIOS

Supervising Deputy Anorney Gencral

ARMANT, RANO

Deputy Attorney General

. o Attorney for Complaznant
L.A2011600578/51157610.docx/09.04.201.2 - :

Stipulated Surrender of License (Case No. 2012-168) |
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Exhibit A

Accusation No. 2012-168

(Case No. 2012-168)
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KAMALA D. HARRIS :
Attorney General of California
GLORIA A, BARRICS : :
Supervising Deputy Attorney General R
ARMANDO ZAMBRANO
Deputy Attorney Geéneral
State Bar No..225325
300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013 -
Telephone: (213) 897-2542
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
' BOARD OF REGISTERED NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

| 27007 Karns Court, Unit 2408

‘Reglstered Nurse License No. 471392
Nurse Practltloner Certlficate No. 16356

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: - . Case. No. 1 ole- 16 g
'CONNIE EHICHANYA IKPOH ) ACCU S'AVT ION. ‘

Canyon Country, CA 91387

Respondent.

Complajnant alleges: '
| | . PARTIES _ |

1. - Louise R Balley, M. Ed RN (“Complalnant”) brmgs thlS Accusatmn solely in her
ofﬁc1a1 capacrcy as the Executlve Ofﬁcer of the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of
Consumer Affairs. A

License History - . ‘ o w

2. On or about August 31, 1991, the Board of Registered Nu;sing ("Board") issﬁed
Re‘gistered-”Nurse License Number 471392 to Conn_ie Ehichanya Ikpoh ("Resﬁondent',.‘). The

Registered Nurse License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought

herein and will expire' on May 31, 2015, unless renewed.

1

Accusation
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3.
Practitioner Certificate Number 16356 to Respondent Connie Ehrchanya Ikpoh The Nurse

Practltroner Certlﬁcate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought| -

. . —
/
7 . Lo

On or about March ' 14,, 2006, the Board of Regist'ered Nursing issued Nurse

herein and will expire on May 31,2013, unless renewed.

Consumer Affairs, under-the authority of the followi-ng laws.

.~ JURISDICTION

4. This Accusation is brought before the Board of Registered Nursing, Department of

Business and Professions Code ("Code") unless otherwise indicated.

W

/1
/1

I
/1

5. Section 2750 of the Code provides in pertinent part:.

"Every certificate holder or licensee, including licensees holding temporary
licenses, or licensees holding licenses placed in an inactive status, may be

" disciplined as provided in this article [Article 3 of the Nursing Practice Act (Bus. &

Prof Code Section 2700 et seq.)]. As used in this article, "license” includes
certificate, registration, or any other authorization to engage in practice regulated
by this chapter The proceedings under this article shall be conducted in
accordance with Chapter 5 (¢commencing with Section 11500) of Part 1 of Division
3 of Title 2 of the Government Code [the Admmrstratlve Procedure Act], and the
board shall have all the powers granted therein." .

6. . Section 2764 of the Code ;provides:

"The lapsing or suspension of a license by operation of law or by order or decision -

* of the board or a court of law, or the voluntary suirender of a license by a licentiate

shall not deprive the board of. jurisdiction to proceed with any investigation of or
action or disciplinary proceeding agamst such hcense or to render a decision -
suspendmg or revoking such license."

7. Sect1on 118(b) of the Code provides, in pertment part:

"The suspens1on, exp1rat1on, or forfe1ture by operation of law of a license issued by
a board in the department, or its suspension, forfeiture, or cancellation by order of
the board or by order of a court of law, or its surrender without the written consent

. of 'the board, shall not, during any period in which it may. be renewed; restored,

reissued, or remstated deprive the board of its authority to institute or continue a
disciplinary proceeding against the licensee upon any ground provided by law or to
enter an order suspending or revoking the license or otherwise taking disciplinary
action aga1nst the licensee on any such ground " :

Accusation

AlI section references are to the
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STATUTORY PROVISIONS

8.. : Sect1on 490 of the Code prov1des in pertment part

licensee, a board may suspend or revoke a license on the ground that the licensee

. has been convicted of a crime, if the crime is sibstantially related to the

qualifications, functions, or’ dutres of the business or profession for Wthh the
license was issued.

(b) Notwithstanding any other p1ov1s1on of law, a board may exercise any authonty
to discipline a licensee for conviction of a crime that is independent of the authority
granted under subdivision (a) only if the crime is substantially related to the
qualifications, functions, or duties of the busmess or profession for which the
licensee's license was issued.

. (c) A conviction within the meaning of this section means aplea or verdict of guilty

or a conviction following a plea of nolo contendere. Any action that a board is

permitted to take following the establishment of a conviction may be taken when
.the time for appeal has elapsed, or the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on
- appeal, or when an order granting probation is made suspending the imposition of

sentence, irrespeetive ‘of a subsequent order under the provisions of Section 1203.4
of the Penal Code..

9.  Section 493 of the Code plovrdes

"Notwithstanding any other provision of law,.in a proceedmg conducted by a board
within the department pursuant to law to deny an application for a license or to
suspend or revoke a license.or otherwise take disciplinary action against a person
who holds a license, upon the ground that the applicant or the licensee has been
convicted of a crime substantially related to the quahﬂcatj ons, functions, and duties
of the licensee in question, the recotd of conviction-of the crime shall be conclusive
evidence of the fact that the. conviction occurred, but only of that fact, and the board
may. inquire into the circumstances surroundmg the corrmission of the crime in -

" order to fix the degree of discipline or to determine if the coriviction is substantially

related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of the licensee in quéstion.
As used in this section, "license" includes "certrﬁoate " "perrmt " "authorlty," and
"reglstratlon "

.10.  Section 810 of the Code provides in pertinent part:

-"(a) It shall constltute unprofessmnal conduct and grounds for dlselphnary action,
.includihg suspension or revocation of a license or certificate, for .a health care

- -professional to do any of the following in connection with his or her professional

I
1l
/1

activities:
(1) Knowingly present or cause to be presented any false or fraudulent claim for
the payment of a loss under a contract of insurance. '
(2) Knowingly prepare, mgke, or subscribe. any writing, ‘with intent to present or
use the same, or to allow it to be presented or used in support of any false or
fraudulent c1a1m . . ,

Accusation
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11. Section 27 61 of the Code provides in pertinent part:

"The board may take disciplinary action agamst.a certified or licensed nurse or -
deny. an application for a certificate or license for any of ths following:

(&) Unprofessional conduct ‘which includes, but is not limited to, the following:"

"(f) Conviction of a felony or of any offense substanually related to the

- qualifications, functions, and duties of a registered nurse, in which event the record

of the conv1ct10n shall be conclusive evidence thereof,"

12. Sectmn 2765 ofthe Code prov1des..

_"A plea or verdict of. guilty-or a conviction following a plea, of nolo contendere

made to a charge substantially related to the qualifications, functions and duties of a
registered nurse is deemed to be .a conviction within the meaning of this article. The -
board may order the license or certificate suspended or revoked, or may decline to -

: issue a license or certificate, when the time for appeal has elapsed or the judgment
. of conviction has been affirmed on appeal or when an order granting probation is

made suspending the. imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent. order

- under the provisions of Section 1203.4 of the ‘Penal Code allowing such person to
. withdraw his or her plea of guilty and to enter a plea of not guilty, or setting aside

the verdict of guilty, or drsm1ss1ng the accusation, 1nfonnat10n or indictment."

REGULATORY PROVISION‘S

13. Cahforma Code of Regulatlons title 16, sect1on 1444 prov1des

."A conviction. or .act shall be considered to be substantially related to the

qualifications, functions or duties of a registered nurse if to a substantial degree it
evidences the present or potential unfitness of a reg15tered nurse to practice in a.
manner consistent with the public health, safety, or welfare. Such convictions or
acts shall include but not be limited to the followmg

(a) Assaultive or abusive conduct including, but not limited to, those violations
listed in subdivision (d) of Penal Code Section 11160.

(b) Failure to comply with any mandatory reporting requlrements

. (¢) Thett, dishonesty, fraud, or deceit.
~(d) Any conviction or act subJ ecf to an order of reglstrauon pursuant to Sect10n 290 :

of the Penal Code."

-14. - California Code of ReéulaitiOns, title 16, section 1445 provides in pertinent part:

“(b) When con31der1ng the suspensmn or revocation of a h«“ense on the grounds that

a registered nurse has been convicted of a crime, the board, in evaluating the
rehabilitation of such person and his/her. ehg1b1hty for a license will consider the
following criteria: .

- (1) Nature and severity of the act(s) or offense(s).

(2) Total criminal record. ..+
(3) The time that has elapsed since commission of the act(s) or offense(s)

- (4) Whether the licensee has. complied with any terms of parole, probation,

restitution or any other sanctions lawfully imposed against the licensee. _
(5) If applicable, evidence of expungement proceedings pursuant to Section 1203.4

of the Penal Code.
(6) Evidence, if any, of rehab111tatlon submitted by the hcensee

‘4

Accusation
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« Equrpment and Supply, Inc. ("Horrzon") n Los Angeles, Cal1fom1a The Respondent and at least|

Contempo Medical Equrpment Inc ("Contempo") and Ladera Medlcal Equipment,. Inc.| -

'Respondent in Los Angeles, CA. Add1t10nally, the Respondent and co-conspirators would|

| and fraudulent claims for durable rnedical equipment items, includi‘ng: power wheelchairs,

-companies operated by or associated with the Respondent. A criminal investigation revealed that

COST RECOVERY

‘ 15. . Section 125.3 of the Code provrdes in pertrnent part that the Board may request the
administrative law judge to- drrect a hcentrate found to have corrmutted a v1olat10n or vrolatrons of]
the lrcensmg act to pay a sum not to exceed ‘the reasonable costs of the 1nvest1gatron and
enforcement of the case. |

BACKGROUND FACTS -

16 Begmmng in May 2002 and contmumg through September 2009, the Respondent

owned and operated a durable medrcal equipment . supply- company named Horizon Medical

one other person also established, operated, or. ass1sted three other durable medical equipment

supply compames in Cahforma under the business names of Pascon Medical Supply ("Pascon™), |

("Ladera"). A criminal lnvestrgatron revealed that the four compames submitted multlple false| =

and fraudulent clalms to Medrcare a federally funded health. care beneﬁt program designed to|. |
assist elderly and disabled persons The total combmed false and fraudulent cla1m scheme from| -
these four. compames exceeded fourteen million dollars ($14,000,000. ) | ‘
 The ,Respondent and her co-conspirators helped perpetrate the fraud by recruiting persons
who would be designated as patients and Medlcare'beneﬁciaries of the durable.medical.supply

companies. Some of the persons 'recruited were -parishioners of a church operated by the

purchase false and fraudulent- prescnpt1ons and documents for use in estabhshmg Medicare

claims. .The Respondent and her co-conspirators then g.enerat_ed and caused to'be generated false|
orthotics and wheelchair accessories, which were purportedly ‘provided to patients by the

some Medrcare patients never recerved the power Wheelcha1rs or medical supply items, or did not
have a need for the power wheelchair.. In certain cases, the Respondent and her co- consprrators :

filed Medrcare clauns for patients who were already deceased.

5
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Over ninety percent (90%) of the false and fraudulent Med1care clalms were- for power

wheelcharrs which the Respondent and her co—consplrators purchased Wholesale for

'approx1mately $9OO each but bllled Medrcare for approxnnately $6,000-each. -The investigation|. - y

and ﬁnancral analys1s revealed that the Respondent obtalned money from the i‘raudulent scheme,
which helped pay for renovat1ons to her home lease a luxury vehicle, and purchase personal
1tems ‘In August 2011, the Respondent and several co- consplr'ttors were convicted by a jury of| .
multlple health care fraud criimes, in the Umted States Drstnct Court for the Central D1str1ct of
Cahforma The Respondent's sentencmg hearmg is scheduled for November 14 2011.

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE '

(Criminal Conviction for Conspiracy to Commit Health Care Fraud)
_17.‘ Respondent's Registered Nurse License is subject to discipline under Code sections|-

490 and 2761(f) for unprofessional conduct because the Respondent has been convicted of a '

'felony crime or of an offense suhstantially related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of a

reg1stered nurse. The crrcumstances are as follows:

“a.. On or about August 9,. 2011 ina cr1m1na1 proceedlng entitled United States: of]

- Americav. Connze Ikpoh, in the Umted States District Court for the Central District of California,

‘case number __CR-OQ-lOOS-GHIQ_A.rthe,:_Respondent was convic__ted.hy a jury of the crime’ of]

Conspiracy to Commit Health Care Fraud in violation of 18U,8.C Section 1349, a felony:
b. The Respondent together with at least one other person, knowingly agreed to commit |
health care fraud, in violation of Title 18, Umted States Cod Section 1347. As part of the
criminal consprracy, the Respondent and at least one other person became members of the
conspiracy knowing of its obJ ectand intending to help ac,complrsh it. |
c.  Complainant refers to. and bv this reference,incorporates the allegations set forth in|
paragraph 16, inclusive, as though .set_forth fully herein. | |
/1 |
/1
1/
1/

Accusation
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. 490 and 2761(f) for unprofessicnal conduct because the Respondent has been convicted of felony|.

| case riumber CR-09- 1008 GHK the Respondent was conv1cted bya Jury of four (4) counts of| .

‘or a scheme or plan for obtaining money or property frorn a hea%th care benefit program, namely

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Multiple Crlmlml Convmtlons for Health Care Fraud)

18 Respondent's Registerod Nurse License is subJect to discipline- under Code sections| -~

crimes or of offenses substantially related to the quahﬁcations, funotlons, and duties of a
registered nurse. The oircumstances ate.as follows: |
‘a. On or about August 9, 2011, in a cnmlnal proceedmg entltled United States of|

America . Connie Ikpoh, in the Umted States District Court for the Central District of California,; |

Health Care Fraud in violation of 18 U.S. C Section 1347 2(b), all felomes
b. The Respondent knowmgly and w1llfully part1cipatei ina scheme or plan to defraud,

Medicare, by subrhitting false and fraudulent claims to the health caré program or by false or|-

fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises; ‘The false and fraudulent claims or statements-~ *

made or facts omitted as part of the scheme were rnaterial, that is, they had a natural tendency to|
inﬂuerioe, or 'Wer.e capahle of iinfluencing, a person to part with .money or property; The|-
Respondent acted with the intent to ‘:defraud; that i5 with the intend to deceive or cheat; The
scheme was in eonnection with the delivery of a payment for health care benefits or health care

services. The facts that led to the fourworiminal c_onvictions for health care frand are as follows:

.¢. On July 23, 2007, the Respondent owned and operated a durable medical equipment| .

supply company named Horizon Medical Equipmént and -Sup'ply, ' Irio ‘("Horizon") in Los
Angeles; Callforma Horizon submltted a Medlcare clalm for. $3 144 36 for multiple cystom-fit|.
orthot1cs whrch HOIIZOII claimed it supphed on July 19, 2007 to a patlent 1dent1ﬁed as "S.H." E
Patient. "S.-H" informed investigators that she never recelved the orthotics. . This allegation is
further identified as Count Six (6) in the indictrnent for case number CR-09-1008- GHK, filed on
September 30, 2009, in the United States District Court for the, Central District of California. .

d. - On August 6, 2007, Horizan submitted a Medicare claim for $2,381.56 for orthotics it
claimed it supplied that same day to. 4 patient beneficiary identiﬁed as "Ci.G." Patient G.G,-n
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mformed 1nvest1gators that she never recewed the orthot1cs Th1s allegatron is further 1dent1f1ed

as Count Seven (7) in the Indrctment for case number CR—O9 1008 GHK ﬁled on September 30,

' 2009 in theUmted StatesDrstnct Court for the Central D1stnct of Cahforma T e

‘e. On October 12, 2007 Horizon submltted a Medlcare cla1m for $3 381 16 fo1 orthot1cs
it clalmed it supplied on August 1, 2007 o a patlent beneﬁc1ary 1dent1f1ed as "S.G." The
crlmrna.l 1nvest1gat1on revealed that pat1ent "S G " had d1ed on February 15,2007, This allegatmn
is further 1dent1ﬁed as Count Elght (8) in the Indictment for case number CR-09- 1008 GHX, filed
on September 30, 2009 in the United States District Court for the Central District of California.

£, On February 12, 2008 - Horizon subm1tted a Med1care claim for $6 486.80 for a

power wheelchair ‘and accessories it clarmed it supplred on January 18, 2008 to a patlent

beneficiary identified as "‘L.M.". Patient "L.M." resides near Fresno, CA and informed

inyvestigators that she received a visit by a marketer offering power wheelchairs. Patient "L.M.".

received the power wheelchair from- :Horizon but indicated that she never actually received a '

medical evaluation from the referring.physician in Los Angeles-, CA. . This allegation is' further
identified as Count Nine (9) in the Indictment for case- number CR-09-1008-GHK, ﬁled on
September 30, 2009, in the United States D1str1ct Court for the Central District of Cal1forma
g Complamant refers to. and by tlns reference incorporates the allegatlons set forth in
paragraph 16 1nc1us1ve as though. set forth fully herern s | -
- THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Unprofessronal Conduct)
-19.  The Respondent's Registered Nurse License is subject to d1scrp11ne under Code
seetrons 810(3.) and 2761(a) because the Respondent committed an act of unprofessional conduct

by knowrngly presentmg or causmg to be presented any false or. fraudulent clarm for the payment

of a loss under a contract of insurance or by knowmgly preparmng, maklng, or subscnbmg’any

writing, with intent to present or use the same, or to allow it to be presented or used in support of
any false or fraudulent claim. - | |

a. -~ Complainant refers to and by'this reference incorporates the allegations set forth in
paragraphs 16, 17, and 18 inclusive, as though Ser forth fully herein.
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PRAYER

WHEREFORE Complamant requests that a hearmg be held on the matters herein alleged -

~and that followmg the heanng, the Board of Reg1stered Nursmg issue a de(:131on

1. Revokmg or suspendmg Regrstered Nurse License Number 471392, 1ssued to

Respondent Conme Ehlchanya Ikpoh

2. Revoking or suspendmg Nurse Pract1t1oner Certlﬁoate Number 16356, 1ssued to

Respondent Connie Ehlchanya Ikpoh
3. Ordenng Respondent Conme Ehichanya ]lcpoh to pay the Board of’ Reglstered _

Nursmg the reasonable costs of the 1nvest1gauon and enforcement of this case, pursuant to
Business and Professions Code section 125.3;

4. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: oe_mtem ber 22 20)]. . %\Ux "/%&%/

OUISE R. BAILEY, M.ED., RN
Executive Officer . . ° '
Board of Registered Nursing . .
State of California . ::: -+ -

. Complainant
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